
  

Alabama 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

HUIE, FERNAMBUCQ & STEWART, 
LLP 

Birmingham, Alabama 
www.huielaw.com 

 
Bart Cannon 

bcannon@huielaw.com 
 

Will Thompson 
wthompson@huielaw.com 

 
 

MCDOWELL, KNIGHT, ROEDDER & 
SLEDGE, LLC 

Mobile, Alabama 
www.mcdowellknight.com 

 
Craig Hamilton 

chamilton@mcdowellknight.com 
 

Jon Lieb 
jlieb@mcdowellknight.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
 
No, Alabama has not enacted any legislation impacting coverage offered to an 
insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict. 

 

 

http://www.huielaw.com/
mailto:bcannon@huielaw.com
mailto:wthompson@huielaw.com
http://www.mcdowellknight.com/
mailto:chamilton@mcdowellknight.com
mailto:jlieb@mcdowellknight.com


  

ALASKA 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 
ALFA INTERNATIONAL 

Chicago, IL 
Alfainternational.com 

 
Aisha Ali 

aali@alfainternational.com   
 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
As of now, Alaska has not enacted specific legislation that directly alters or limits 
insurance coverage for an insured following a nuclear verdict—a jury award 
typically exceeding $10 million. However, the broader impact of such verdicts is 
being felt across the insurance landscape in Alaska, as insurers respond to rising 
risks by adjusting coverage limits, raising premiums, and tightening underwriting 
standards. 

 

mailto:aali@alfainternational.com


  

Arizona 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

HAIGHT BROWN & BONESTEEL 
Los Angeles, CA 

Hbblaw.com 
 

Morgan McCarthy 
mmcarthy@hbblaw.com 

 
Peter Dubrawski 

pdubrawski@hbblaw.com Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
No. Efforts have been brought in 2024 and 2025, but they have failed to secure 
sufficient votes in the legislature.  

 

 



  

California 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

MATHENY SEARS LINKERT 
JAIME LLP 

Sacramento, CA 
mathenysears.com 

 
Jeffrey E. Levine 

jlevine@mathenysears.com   
 
 

HAIGHT BROWN & BONESTEEL 
LLP 

Los Angeles, CA 
hbblaw.com 

 
Peter Dubrawski 

pdubrawski@hbblaw.com 
 
 

HIGGS | FLETCHER | MACK 
San Diego, CA 

higgslaw.com 
 

Nicholas D. Brauns 
braunsn@higgslaw.com 

 
Molly H. Teas 

mhteas@higgslaw.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered to 
an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
 

No. California has not enacted any legislation specific to a nuclear verdict alone.  



  

COLORADO 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

HALL & EVANS 
Denver, Colorado 

www.hallevans.com 
 

Lance G. Eberhart 
eberhartl@hallevans.com 

 
Paul T. Yarbrough 

yarbroughp@hallevans.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
Though nuclear verdicts are on the rise, Colorado has not officially enacted any 
legislation that impacts the insured’s coverage. Companies are aware of the rise 
nonetheless which might eventually lead to legislature changes. 

 

 

 



  

Connecticut 
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     FOR MORE INFORMATION 

HALLORAN SAGE, LLP 
New Haven, CT        

  www.halloransage.com 
 

 Frederick J. Trotta, Sr. 
   trotta@halloransage.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 

No. Connecticut recognizes Motions for Remittitur when a verdict shocks the 
conscience and is plainly excessive or exorbitant. The trial court is afforded 
broad latitude and its decision to grant a motion for Remittitur, or Additur, is 
reviewed on an Abuse of Discretion standard.    

The court's broad power to order a remittitur should be exercised only when it 
is manifest that the jury [has] included items of damage which are contrary to 
law, not supported by proof, or contrary to the court's explicit and unchallenged 
instructions.” Mahon v. B.V. Unitron Mfg., Inc., supra, 284 Conn. at 661–62, 935 
A.2d 1004. 

mailto:trotta@halloransage.com


  

Delaware 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

MORRIS JAMES LLP 
Wilmington, Delaware 

https://www.morrisjames.com 
 

David Soldo 
dsoldo@morrisjames.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
 
Delaware has not enacted any legislation providing impact coverage to an 
insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict.  
 
 



  

District of Columbia 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

SEMMES BOWEN & SEMMES 
Baltimore, MD 

www.semmes.com 
 

Thomas V. McCarron 
TMcCarron@semmes.com 

 
 
 

Has your state enacted any legislation impacting coverage 
offered to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear 
verdict? 
There does not appear to any legislation regarding impact on coverage to an 
insured after the jury issues a nuclear verdict. 

 



  

Florida 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

MCDONALD TOOLE RICHMAN & 
CORRENTI 

Orlando, FL 
www.mtrclegal.com 

 
Philip Kegler 

pkegler@mtrclegal.com 
 

Jessica Kennedy 
jkennedy@mtrclegal.com 

 
 
 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
No. 

 



  

Georgia 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

NAME OF FIRM 
City, State 

Website 
 

Name of Attorney 
Email 

 
Name of Attorey 

Email 
 
 

NAME OF FIRM 
City, State 

Website 
 

Name of Attorney 
Email 

 
Name of Attorney 

Email 
 
 

NAME OF FIRM 
City, State 

Website 
 

Name of Attorney 
Email 

 
Name of Attorney 

Email 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

HAWKINS, PARNELL, & YOUNG, LLP 
Atlanta, GA 
hpylaw.com 

 
David H. Wilson 

Dwilson@hpylaw.com 
 

Garret J. Drogosch 
Gdrogosch@hpylaw.com 

 
 

HUNTER MACLEAN 
Savannah, Georgia 
huntermaclean.com 

 
Taylor L. Dove 

tdove@huntermaclean.com 
 
 
 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
 
No. While the Georgia General Assembly passed substantial tort reform 
legislation on April 21, 2025, the legislation did not address these issues.  

 

mailto:Dwilson@hpylaw.com
mailto:Gdrogosch@hpylaw.com
mailto:tdove@huntermaclean.com


  

Idaho 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

SCANLAN GRIFFITHS + ALDRIDGE 
Boise, Idaho 
sgaidaho.com 

 
Joseph M. Aldridge 

jma@sgsaidaho.com 
 

Jaime L. Matier 
jlm@sgaidaho.com 

 

Has your state enacted any legislation impacting coverage 
offered to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear 
verdict? 

No.  

 

 



  

Illinois 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

JOHNSON & BELL, LTD. 
Chicago, IL 

johnsonandbell.com 
 

Robert M. Burke 
burker@jbltd.com 

 
Gregory D. Conforti 

confortig@jbltd.com 
 

Julie J. Busch 
buschj@jbltd.com 

 
Nicholas A. Sandowski 

sandowskin@jbltd.com 
 

Kate M. Hahn 
hahnk@jbltd.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 

Illinois has not enacted any legislation that affects future coverage after an 
insured receives a nuclear verdict.  To the contrary, there is legislation limiting an 
insurer’s ability to inquire into anything irrelevant to an insured’s level of risk.  For 
example, an adverse underwriting decision may not be based on “a previous 
adverse underwriting decision or the fact that an individual previously obtained 
insurance coverage through a residual market mechanism,” nor may it base 
decisions solely on information received from an insurance support organization 
relying primarily on insurance institutions. 215 ILCS 5/1013. This indicates that 
Illinois courts would likely consider a high verdict irrelevant information if the 
issue were to arise. 

 



  

Indiana 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

LEWIS WAGNER & TRIMBLE 
Indianapolis, IN 

www.lewiswagner.com 
 

Katie Strawbridge 
kstrawbridge@lewiswagner.com 

 
Leslie A. Pfleging 

lpfleging@lewiswagner.com 
 

Rob Foos 
rfoos@lewiswagner.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 

No, Indiana has not enacted any legislation to impact coverage offered to an 
insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict.

mailto:www.lewiswagner.com
mailto:kstrawbridge@lewiswagner.com
mailto:lpfleging@lewiswagner.com
mailto:rfoos@lewiswagner.com


  

Iowa 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

WHITFIELD & EDDY, PLC 
Des Moines, Iowa 

www.whitfieldlaw.com 
 

Zach J. Hermsen 
hermsen@whitfieldlaw.com 

 
Matthew D. Jacobson 

jacobson@whitfieldlaw.com 
 

Nick J. Gral 
gral@whitfieldlaw.com  

 
Bryn E. Hazelwonder 

hazelwonder@whitfieldlaw.com 
 

Anna E. Mallen 
mallen@whitfieldlaw.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
No, Iowa has not enacted any legislation impacting coverage for insureds who 
have received a nuclear verdict. However, in 2023, the Iowa legislature updated 
Iowa Code Section 668.15A to limit noneconomic damages against trucking 
companies to five million dollars ($5,000,000.00). See Iowa Code § 668.15A 
(2025). The cap applies regardless of the number of derivative claims or theories 
of liability. See Id. This, in turn, serves to limit nuclear verdicts in this state against 
trucking companies. This legislation does not include any discussion of impact 
coverage for those who would be affected by the change. 
 

http://www.whitfieldlaw.com/
mailto:hermsen@whitfieldlaw.com
mailto:jacobson@whitfieldlaw.com
mailto:gral@whitfieldlaw.com
mailto:hazelwonder@whitfieldlaw.com
mailto:mallen@whitfieldlaw.com


  

Kansas 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

HINKLE LAW FIRM LLC 
Wichita, KS 67206 

www.hinklaw.com 
 

J. Philip Davidson 
pdavidson@hinklaw.co 

 
Paul J. Skolaut 

jskolaut@hinklaw.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
No. Kansas has not enacted any legislation that impacts the amount of coverage 
an insured may receive following a nuclear verdict. 

 

mailto:pdavidson@hinklaw.co
mailto:jskolaut@hinklaw.com


  

Kentucky 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

STOLL KEENON OGDEN PLLC 
Lexington, KY 

www.skofirm.com 
 

Palmer G. Vance II 
gene.vance@skofirm.com  

 
Matthew R. Parsons 

matt.parsons@skofirm.com 
 

Jacob Eads 
Jacob.eads@skofirm.com 

  
 

HARLIN PARKER ATTORNEYS 
Bowling Green, KY 

www.harlinparker.com 
 

Marc A. Lovell 
lovell@harlinparker.com  

 
Justin L. Duncan 

duncan@harlinparker.com  
 
 

Has your state enacted any legislation impacting coverage 
offered to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear 
verdict? 
No, we are not aware of any such legislation.

mailto:gene.vance@skofirm.com
mailto:matt.parsons@skofirm.com
mailto:Jacob.eads@skofirm.com
mailto:lovell@harlinparker.com
mailto:duncan@harlinparker.com


  

Louisiana 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

LEAKE & ANDERSSON, LLP 
New Orleans, LA 

leakeandersson.com 
 

WESLEY J. LEVESQUE 
wlevesque@leakeandersson.com 

 
MISHA M. LOGAN-JOHNSON 

mlogan@leakeandersson.com 
 

MICHAEL B. GUERRY  
mguerry@leakeandersson.com  

 
CRAIG M. COUSINS 

ccousins@leakeandersson.com  
 

LOUIS P.  BONNAFFONS 
lbonnaffons@leakeandersson.com 

 
ROBERT L. BONNAFFONS 

rbonnaffons@leakeandersson.com 
 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
While Louisiana has not enacted specific legislation addressing impact coverage 
after a “nuclear verdict”, the state has recently enacted a tort reform package to 
assist in limiting the potential for “nuclear verdicts”. 

A comprehensive package of tort reform bills was signed into law by Gov. Landry 
as of August 5, 2025. These reforms include: 

• Requiring claimants to prove injuries occurred during the accident 
(HB 450). 

• Barring uninsured drivers from collecting damages unless injuries 
exceed $100,000 (HB 434). 

• Amending comparative fault rules to bar recovery if the plaintiff is 
primarily at fault (HB 431). 

• Measures addressing social media misuse, safety tech incentives, 
and insurance rate oversight. 

Modified Comparative Fault & “No Pay, No Play” Threshold 
Effective January 1, 2026, Louisiana will shift  from a pure comparative fault 
system to a modified standard, limiting recovery for plaintiffs who are primarily 
at fault.  

Additionally, the 'No Pay, No Play' threshold increased to $100,000, restricting 
recovery for uninsured drivers with minor injuries. This change became effective 
August 1, 2025. 

A key Louisiana Supreme Court decisioni established that some measure of 
objectivity must be incorporated into the determination of an award’s 
reasonableness, providing a standard for comparison. The Court emphasized that 
appellate courts should consider relevant prior general damage awards in 
similarly situated cases as guidance in determining whether a general damages 
award constitutes an abuse of discretion. This new standard aims to discourage 
excessive awards of noneconomic damages. 

Louisiana ranked 8th nationally for nuclear verdict payouts in 2024, with over 
$733 million in awards. The recent reforms aim to reduce excessive awards by 
tightening rules on damages and claim eligibility. 

 



  

Maine 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

NORMAN, HANSON & DETROY 
Portland, ME 

www.nhdlaw.com 
 

Jonathan W. Brogan 
jbrogan@nhdlaw.com 

 
Kelly M. Hoffman 

khoffman@nhdlaw.com 

 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
No. 

  

mailto:jbrogan@nhdlaw.com
mailto:khoffman@nhdlaw.com


  

Maryland 

                                                     ©2025 ALFA International Global Legal Network, Inc. | All Rights Reserved. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

SEMMES BOWEN & SEMMES 
Baltimore, MD 

www.semmes.com 
 

Thomas V. McCarron 
TMcCarron@semmes.com 

 Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage 
offered to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear 
verdict? 

Maryland has not enacted any specific legislation directly addressing 
insurance coverage for an insured after the insured receives a nuclear 
verdict.  



  

Michigan 

©2025 ALFA International Global Legal Network, Inc. | All Rights Reserved.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

PLUNKETT COONEY 
Detroit, MI  

https://www.plunkettcooney.com/ 
 

Shantinique Brooks  
sbrooks@plunkettcooney.com 

 
 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
Michigan has not enacted this legislation. 



  

Minnesota 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

NILAN JOHNSON LEWIS PA 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
https://nilanjohnson.com/ 

 
Sheila T. Kerwin 

skerwin@nilanjohnson.com 
 

Stan Siegel 
ssiegel@nilanjohnson.com 

 
Kelly P. Magnus 

kmagnus@nilanjohnson.com 
 

Erika McClintock 
emcclintock@nilanjohnson.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 

Minnesota has had several nuclear verdicts in recent years; however, no 
legislation has been enacted to impact an insured’s insurance coverage 
following a nuclear verdict. 

https://nilanjohnson.com/


  

Mississippi 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

DANIEL COKER HORTON & BELL 
Oxford, Mississippi 

www.danielcoker.com 
 

Robert F. Stacy, Jr., Esq. 
rstacy@danielcoker.com 

 Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 

No. Mississippi has not enacted such laws.  

 

 



  

Missouri 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

BAKER, STERCHI,  
COWDEN & RICE, LLC 

Kansas City, MO  
bakersterchi.com 

 
Jonathan E. Benevides 

benevides@bakersterchi.com 
 

James R. Jarrow 
jarrow@bakersterchi.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
No.  

 

 



  

MONTANA 

©2025 ALFA International Global Legal Network, Inc. | All Rights Reserved. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

HALL & EVANS, LLC 
Billings & Missoula, MT 

www.hallevans.com 
 

Brian Taylor 
taylorb@hallevans.com 

 
Jill Gerdrum 

gerdrumj@hallevans.com 
 

Trevor Uffelman 
uffelmant@hallevansl.com 

 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
Though nuclear verdicts are on the rise, Montana has not officially enacted any 
legislation that impacts the insured’s coverage. Companies are aware of the rise 
nonetheless which might eventually lead to legislature changes. 

mailto:taylorb@hallevans.com


  

Nebraska 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

BAYLOR EVNEN WOLFE & 
TANNEHILL, L.L.P. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

http://baylorevnen.com/ 
 

Jarrod P. Crouse 
jcrouse@baylorevnen.com 

 
J. Michael Hannon 

jmhannon@baylorevnen.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impacting coverage 
offered to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear 
verdict? 

Nebraska has no law that caps or modifies an insured’s coverage 
following a nuclear verdict. Therefore, an insurer cannot be required to provide 
coverage that goes beyond an insured’s policy limits following nuclear verdict. 

 

 



  

Nevada 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

HALL & EVANS, LLC 
Denver, Colorado 

https://www.hallevans.com/ 
 
 
 
 

Lance G. Eberhart, Esq. 
eberhartl@hallevans.com 

 
Paul T. Yarbrough, Esq.  

yarbroughp@hallevans.com  
 

Kurt R. Bonds, Esq. 
bondsk@hallevans.com  

 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
There is no statutory framework in Nevada that limits or adjusts an insurer’s 
obligations based on the size or nature of a verdict, even if the award far 
exceeds policy limits. Instead, post-verdict coverage disputes are typically 
litigated under common law bad faith doctrines. Nevada recognizes both first-
party and third-party bad faith claims, and an insurer’s failure to settle within 
limits when liability is reasonably clear can expose the carrier to extra-
contractual liability, including the full amount of a nuclear verdict. 

 



  

New Hampshire 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

WADLEIGH, STARR & PETERS, PLLC 
Manchester, New Hampshire 

wadleighlaw.com   

 
Tierney M. Chadwick 

tchadwick@wadleighlaw.com  
 

Michael G. Eaton 
meaton@wadleighlaw.com 

 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
There is no legislation generally impacting coverage following a nuclear verdict, 
but “an insurer has a duty of reasonable care in the settlement of a third-party 
liability claim.  Therefore, a breach of that duty may give rise to an action in 
tort.”  Bennett v. ITT Hartford Grp., Inc., 150 N.H. 753, 757, 846 A.2d 560, 564 
(2004).  New Hampshire courts recognize an independent cause of action in tort 
for third-party claims to “address the dilemma presented by the absolute 
control of trial and settlement vested in the insurer by the insurance contract 
and the conflicting interests of the insurer and insured.”  Id. (quotation 
omitted).  In a third-party claim, the “insurer is in a position to expose the 
insured to a judgment in excess of the policy limits through its refusal to settle a 
case or to otherwise injure the insured by virtue of its exclusive control over the 
defense of the case.”  Id. at 758.  “Because the insurer and the insured have 
conflicting interests, and the insurer has absolute control over the situation, an 
insurer has a duty to the insured to act in good faith” in a third-party claim.  Id. 

 

 



  

New Jersey 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

GERMAN, GALLAGHER & MURTAGH, 
P.C. 

Philadelphia, PA 
Cherry Hill, NJ 

www.ggmfirm.com 
 

Matthew J. McColgan 
mccolganm@ggmfirm.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
 

New Jersey has not enacted legislation specifically targeting nuclear verdicts. 

  



  

New Mexico 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

BUTT THORNTON & BAEHR PC 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

www.btblaw.com 
 

Charles B. Kraft 
cbkraft@btblaw.com 

 
Monica R. Garcia 

mrgarcia@btblaw.com 
 

Ryan T. Sanders 
rtsanders@btblaw.com 

 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 

At this time in New Mexico, no.  

 



  

North Carolina 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

YOUNG MOORE AND HENDERSON, P.A. 
RALEIGH, NC 

WWW.YOUNGMOORELAW.COM 
 

David M. Duke 
David.Duke@youngmoorelaw.com 

 
Andrew D. Webster 

Andy.Webster@youngmoorelaw.com 
 

Anderson H. Phillips 
Anderson.Phillips@youngmoorelaw.com 

 
Rachel O. Laughery 

Rachel.Laughery@youngmoorelaw.com  
 

Elaine M. Moyer 
Lainey.Moyer@youngmoorelaw.com 

 
Angela Farag Craddock 

Angela.Craddock@youngmoorelaw.com 
 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage 
offered to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear 
verdict? 
 

No, North Carolina has not enacted any specific legislation addressing or 
requiring insurers to provide additional or impact coverage for an insured 
after the insured receives a nuclear verdict. When facing a nuclear verdict 
without impact coverage, insurance turns largely on the policy limits, any 
aggregate reinsurance layers, and standard liability exclusions included in 
the policy language. 

An insured can proactively include punitive damages coverage and/or excess 
liability insurance coverage layers.  

 

 



  

 North Dakota 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 

HALL & EVANS, LLC 
Denver, Colorado 

https://www.hallevans.com/ 
 

 

 

Lance G. Eberhart, Esq. 
eberhartl@hallevans.com 

 
Paul T. Yarbrough, Esq.  

                yarbroughp@hallevans.com 

 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
In North Dakota, artificial intelligence has been addressed in certain contexts, 
and laws exists concerning punitive damages. However, the state has not 
enacted legislation that directly governs whether an insurer must cover a 
nuclear verdict after it has been issued. Instead, coverage issues are shaped by 
general insurance statutes, punitive damages law, and the terms of the policy 
itself.  

The insurability of punitive damage from a nuclear verdict depends primarily on the wording of the 
insurance policy. Some policies are silent. While many expressly exclude punitive or exemplary 
damage. Where a policy does not exclude such damages, North Dakota, like many states, has 
followed the public policy that insurance should not cover punitive damages because doing so 
undermines their purpose of punishment and deterrence. Nonetheless, North Dakota Supreme court 
has allowed coverage of punitive damages in certain cases where the policy language created 
ambiguity about coverage.  

North Dakota has also passed legislation on AI, but it applies only to specific contexts rather than 
general liability coverage. For example, Senate Bill 2280 (2025) regulates AI in healthcare, requiring 
that final prior authorization denials be made by licensed physicians, not AI systems.  

However, no law currently addresses AI liability in claims processing or insurance coverage in the 
event of a nuclear verdict.  



  

Ohio 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

KEATING MUETHING & KLEKAMP, PLL 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

www.kmklaw.com 
 

Sarah V. Geiger 
sgeiger@kmklaw.com 

 
l 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
 

Ohio has not adopted any specific legislation targeting so-called “nuclear 
verdicts.” However, as discussed above, RC 2315.18 strictly limits noneconomic 
damages awards and the evidence a jury can consider when awarding them. RC 
2315.19, which empowers the trial court to review the award of compensatory 
damages for noneconomic loss, enforces this provision. Some sources lay the 
blame for nuclear verdicts at the feet of the plaintiff’s bar, which often appeals 
to underlying juror emotions, cultural attitudes, and stereotypes about 
companies generally and insurance companies specifically to obtain high 
awards. RC 2315.18 empowers the judge to examine those motivations and 
determine if inflamed passion or prejudice, improper consideration of the 
company’s wealth, or considerations of guilt influenced the verdict.  

 



  

Oklahoma 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

FRANDEN FARRIS QUILLIN 
GOODNIGHT ROBERTS & WARD 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 
www.tulsalawyer.com 

 
    Jason Goodnight  

jgoodnight@tulsalawyer.com 
 

Jill J. Walker 
jwalker@tulsalawyer.com 

 
Kelsey R. Payton 

kpayton@tulsalawyer.com 
 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
There is currently no statute in Oklahoma that alters or restricts insurance 
coverage available to an insured after a nuclear verdict. However, the recent 
enactment of SB 453 is expected to reduce the likelihood of nuclear verdicts by 
imposing a $500,000 cap on non-economic damages in most personal injury 
cases, subject to certain exceptions. 

 

http://www.tulsalawyer.com/
mailto:jgoodnight@tulsalawyer.com
mailto:jwalker@tulsalawyer.com
mailto:kpayton@tulsalawyer.com


  

Oregon 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

COSGRAVE VERGEER KESTER LLP 
Portland, Oregon 

www.cosgravelaw.com 
 

Nicole Nowlin 
nnowlin@cosgravelaw.com 

 
Amber Beyer 

abeyer@cosgravelaw.com 
 

Kyle Rohrer 
krohrer@cosgravelaw.com 

 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
Oregon has not enacted any legislating impacting insurance coverage after a 
nuclear verdict.  

 



  

Pennsylvania 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

GERMAN, GALLAGHER & MURTAGH, P.C. 
Philadelphia, PA 

www.ggmfirm.com   
 

Matthew J. McColgan, Esq. 
mccolganm@ggmfirm.com  

 
Joseph N. Persichetti, Esq. 
persichettij@ggmfirm.com 

 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 

 

Pennsylvania has not enacted any legislation impact coverage offered to an 
insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict. 

 

  

http://www.ggmfirm.com/


  

Rhode Island  
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

HIGGINS, CAVANAGH & COONEY, LLP 
Providence, R.I. 

www.hcc-law.com 
 

Paul Callaghan 
PCallaghan@hcc-law.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 

There is no legal authority on this issue in Rhode Island. Rhode Island 
has not enacted any specific legislation that directly alters or restricts insurance 
coverage available to an insured following a nuclear verdict. 



  

South Carolina 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP 
Charleston, SC 

www.ycrlaw.com 
 

Duke R. Highfield 
dhighfield@ycrlaw.com 

 
Victoria L. Anderson 

tanderson@ycrlaw.com 
 

 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
 

South Carolina has not yet enacted any legislation specifically addressing 
insurance coverage to an insured after the insured suffers a nuclear verdict.  

 

 



  

South Dakota 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

NILAN JOHNSON LEWIS PA 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
www.nilanjohnson.com 

 
Sheila T. Kerwin 

skerwin@nilanjohnson.com 
 

Stan Siegel 
ssiegel@nilanjohnson.com 

 
Kelly P. Magnus 

kmagnus@nilanjohnson.com 
 

Erika McClintock 
emcclintock@nilanjohnson.com 

 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
 

Nuclear verdicts in South Dakota are not common. No legislation has been 
enacted to impact an insureds insurance coverage following a nuclear verdict.   

 



  

Tennessee 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

LEITNER, WILLIAMS, DOOLEY & 
NAPOLITAN, PLLC 
Chattanooga, TN 

www.leitnerfirm.com 
 

Alan Easterly 
alan.easterly@leitnerfirm.com 

 
LEWIS THOMASON 

Nashville, TN 
https://www.lewisthomason.com 

 
Mary Beth White 

           mbwhite@lewisthomason.com 

LEWIS THOMASON 
Knoxville, TN 

https://www.lewisthomason.com 
 

David Chapman 
        dchapman@lewisthomason.com 

Ben Jones 
               bjones@lewisthomason.com 

 
 
 
 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
In Tennessee, when a jury issues a "nuclear verdict"—an exceptionally large 
award exceeding the policy's limits—the insured party may sue their insurer for 
the excess amount if they can prove the insurer acted in bad faith. A nuclear 
verdict can expose an insured to personal liability for the amount beyond what 
their policy covers. 

Tennessee law requires an insurer that has exclusive control over a claim's 
investigation and settlement to act in good faith when handling claims.  

Failure to settle: An insurer can be held liable for an excess judgment if it fails to 
settle a claim within policy limits due to bad faith.



  

Texas 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

NAMAN HOWELL 
Austin, Texas 

San Antonio, Texas 
Waco, Texas 

https://www.namanhowell.com 
 

Madison Preston 
mpreston@namanhowell.com 

 
John Gomez 

jgomez@namanhowell.com 
 

MULLIN HOARD & BROWN, LLP 
Amarillo, Texas 

https://mullinhoard.com 
 

Chris Weber 
cwebber@mhba.com 

 
QULLING, SLEANDER, LOWNDS, 

WINSLETT & MOSER, P.C. 
Dallas, Texas 

https://qslwm.com 
 

Ryan Funderburg 
rfunderburg@qslwm.com 

 
MAYER LLP 

Houston, Texas 
https://www.mayerllp.com 

 
Kathy Ward 

kward@mayerllp.com 
 

KEMP SMITH LLP 
El Paso, Texas 

https://www.kempsmith.com 
 

Sebastian Uribe 
sebastian.uribe@kempsmith.com 

 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 

• Currently there is no law in Texas providing for post-verdict coverage or 
protection for insureds after nuclear verdicts (other than the Stowers 
doctrine).  

• During the last legislative session Texas saw some attempts to control 
the repercussions of nuclear verdicts.  However, the proposed 
legislation focused more on limiting damages (i.e., capping medical 
expenses, requiring stricter evidence for future damages, mandating 
unanimous verdicts for non-economic damages) rather than expanding 
coverage for insureds. (See House Bill 4806 and its companion Senate 
Bill 30 .) While the legislative efforts stalled, we expect to see more 
efforts to revisit damage limits during the next legislative session 
beginning in 2027. 

• The Stowers Doctrine is a Texas legal principle that requires a liability 
insurance company to act in good faith when handling settlement offers 
within the insured’s policy limits. This case was decided by the Texas 
Supreme Court in 1929 (G.A. Stowers Furniture Co. v. American 
Indemnity Co., 15 S.W.2d 544 (Tex. 1929)). Pursuant to the Stower’s 
Doctrine, if the insurer receives a reasonable settlement demand that is 
within the policy limits and fails to accept it, then takes the claim to trial 
and loses with a verdict exceeding those limits, the insurer can be held 
liable for the entire judgment—even the amount above the policy 
limits. 

 

  



  

UTAH 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

HALL & EVANS, LLC 
Denver, Colorado 

www.hallevans.com 
 

Lance G. Eberhart 
eberhartl@hallevans.com 

 
 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
Though nuclear verdicts are on the rise, Utah has not officially enacted any 
legislation that directly impacts the insured’s coverage. Companies are aware of 
the rise nonetheless, which might eventually lead to legislature changes. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION 

RYAN SMITH & CARBINE, LTD. 
Rutland, VT 

rsclaw.com 
 

Mark F. Werle 
mfw@rsclaw.com 

 

  

Vermont 
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Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered to an insured after the 
insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
 
No; Vermont has not enacted any such legislation. However, it should be noted that most venues in Vermont 
would be considered moderate/conservative on a national scale as regards awarding damages to plaintiffs, with 
large punitive awards and "runaway juries" being rare in Vermont. 

  



  

Virginia 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

MCCANDLISH HOLTON 
Richmond, Virginia 

lawmh.com 
 

Cameron Beck 
cbeck@lawmh.com 

 
Hunter Douglas Reed 

hreed@lawmh.com 

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
No, Virginia has not enacted any legislation impacting coverage after an insured 
receives a nuclear verdict. 

 

 



  

Wisconsin  
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

JOHNSON & BELL, LTD 
Chicago, IL 

www.johnsonandbell.com  
 

Daniel M. Yukich 
yukichd@jbltd.com  

 Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 

• There is no legislation protecting an insured following a nuclear verdict.  

 

 

http://www.johnsonandbell.com/
mailto:yukichd@jbltd.com


  

Wyoming 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Hall & Evans, LLC 
Denver, Colorado 

www.hallevans.com  
 
 
 
 

Lance G. Eberhart, Esq. 
eberhartl@hallevans.com  

 
Paul T. Yarbrough, Esq.  

yarbroughp@hallevans.com   
 

Kurt R. Bonds, Esq. 
bondsk@hallevans.com  

Has your state enacted any legislation impact coverage offered 
to an insured after the insured receives a nuclear verdict? 
 

• No, as there are no reported nuclear verdicts in Wyoming. 

http://www.hallevans.com/
mailto:eberhartl@hallevans.com
mailto:yarbroughp@hallevans.com
mailto:bondsk@hallevans.com

